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Understanding and skills should be learned together.

It is not our job to help students make sense out of math exactly the same way we do.  We need to help them determine how they are thinking about it.  

Need to get rid of “Show and Tell Math.” 

The textbook should be one of many tools.

Algorithms don’t make sense unless students have conceptual understanding.

“What do you know that would help you with this problem?”

Kids don’t automatically think like this but we can encourage them with the way we ask questions.

25 homework problems simply become a test of stamina.

Tricks are a dirty word in math.

Censored Words:

· Gazinta (goes into) vs. divides

· Reducing vs. simpler

· Canceling vs. factoring

Let them monkey around with concepts of area and volume, then come up with the formulas themselves! 

Resources:

Number Talks book

Illuminations website

