OUCTM General Meeting Minutes
May 6, 2009, McCracken 234
1. BK’s Announcement

a. November 12-14 2009, OCTM Conference!!
b. Special efforts to make new/preservice teachers welcome; special sessions, Friday night beverage & cheese party, etc. 
c. Please consider it! It’s in Cincinnati (less than 3 hours away) 
d. Also, start thinking about NCTM in San Diego next April!
2. Welcome to OUCTM (Eric)

a. next meeting - Smart Board 

i. May 20, Morton 3rd floor, Katie Hendrickson will be presenting

b. End of the Year Celebration!! 
i. Thursday, June 4, 2009, 6-8 PM at BK’s place!
ii. We need OUCTMers to bring side dishes! BK’s grilling out and providing the meat, buns, and main stuff. 
3. Fundraiser Update (Sarah Ehlen)

a. We made $83.87!! Fantastic ( 
4. Tutoring Update & lowdown on summer tutoring (Joe)
a. Nothing new right now 
b. For people currently tutoring: if they’re interested in summer tutoring, have them email in a couple weeks. A sign-up will be passed around at the next meeting if you will be here this summer to tutor.
5. Social/Potluck update at Nick’s house (Nick)
a. Friday, May 15 
6. OUCTM Exec board apps (Marissa)
a. Apps will be sent out after this meeting
b. This is a GREAT leadership opportunity! Please apply!
7. Conference Presentation (Sarah Russell)

a. Sara G.
i. Humor in the Math Classroom!

ii. Examples: using themes like Inspector Gadget or Superman to introduce a topic and get kids interested 

iii. Used for grades 6-12 

iv. Link to the PowerPoint:

1. www.qc.cuny.edu/time2000
b. Sarah E. 
i. Wii with me

ii. Wii projects in a math classroom 

iii. Student-led projects; students come up with the idea of what they want to do with the Wii 

iv. Schools have even written technology grants to buy a Wii 

v. Use it as a supplement to a lesson 

vi. Ideas: females v. males, who does better at Wii bowling? What’s the average batting average for a group? You can do statistics, etc. with the Wii. 

vii. Other ideas: Rock Band, Sims City for economics 

viii. Bringing in these games will help them to learn the material, internalize it more easily 

ix. The idea would be to have a 7-week project, but it could be done in so many other ways 

x. Email Sarah E. to get more info 

xi. (Side note: Google how to create a $65 Smart Board)
c. Sarah R. 
i. Reading in math

ii. Handout will be attached with the minutes 
d. Joe B. 
i. Peer tutoring in the classroom 

ii. The link to the PowerPoint will be sent soon! 

iii. How peer tutoring helps students 

iv. Increased motivation for learning for “at-risk” students 

v. Tutoring training sessions to prep the tutors 

vi. Tutoring offered as a class; credit given for taking tutoring 

vii. Other sessions:

viii. http://mathwire.com
ix. Thefutureschannel.com

x. Mathbits.com

1. Math in the Movies!

2. tells what to do when you’re using clips, how to use them, things to remember (ex: Editing!! You don’t want language surprises.)

3. provides a website that allows you to edit videos

xi. streaming.discoveryeducation.com (you have to pay for this one)

xii. polleverywhere.com

1. based on text messaging 

2. have students set their phones on the right-hand corner of their desk and only use it when responding to questions

3. you can set up your own poll for free

4. no spam texts 

5. you can view all of your polls, shows how many people have responded, you can stop and start them any time 

6. problems that could arise: what if a student doesn’t have a phone or texting?
e. Nick S. 
i. Classroom Management 

ii. Book: The First Six Weeks of School 
iii. GREAT for starting the year off right 

iv. Attitude toward students, etc. 

v. Approach to classroom management 

1. reality is that students don’t have the self-motivation for learning math 

2. You really have to try to make your material applicable to your students! Tie it to things immediate in students’ lives. (They don’t think past Friday.)

3. Being able to recognize students’ weaknesses and be able to help get them back on track quickly. Ex: fractions!

4. We all want to be good teachers, and we all want students to like us. Know that no matter what you do, there will be a student who doesn’t like you! Don’t blame yourself. 
f. Eric S. 
i. Exploring Mathematics through advanced technology applications…

ii. dk12.ece.drexel.edu 

iii. grad students came up with activities to present in a high school where students were focused more on dance, arts 
iv. took over a teacher’s class for a week or two with these activities 

v. labs & activities can be found online 

1. ex: image processing (relate to photography students)

a. median & mean in images 

2. another example: using an iRobot (like a Roomba vacuum) 

a. program to go in a triangle formation, navigate through obstacle course

vi. Using GPS in classroom 

1. use Google maps 

2. students have to go to checkpoints 

3. More info to come (possibly)

g. Closing: GO TO NCTM 

i. Link to scholarships: http://www.nctm.org/resources/content.aspx?id=198&linkidentifier=id&itemid=198
