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DR. KENNETH C. REED OCEES GRADUATE RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP
Ohio Center for Ecology and Evolutionary Studies (OCEES)
____________________________________________________________________________________

Through a generous gift from Dr. Kenneth C. and Gayle A. Reed, OCEES announces the Dr. Kenneth C. Reed OCEES Graduate Research Fellowship. The goal of the OCEES fellowship is to increase research support for graduate students in ecology and evolutionary biology at Ohio University. The program provides relief from teaching for highly competitive graduate students who are enrolled in Masters or Doctoral programs in OCEES departments. The fellowship serves to facilitate the student's research productivity by enabling them to devote fulltime to complete field or laboratory research or work on writing their thesis, dissertation or publications. 

Eligibility
Applications are invited from all Ohio University graduate students who are advised by faculty members actively participating in OCEES.
 
Funding 
The Kenneth C. Reed OCEES Fellowship provides a graduate assistantship stipend for an academic year (Fall, Spring, and Summer) at the level of the degree sought within the student’s or advisor's home department. A tuition waiver must be provided through the home department. In addition to the research assistantship, an additional $5,000 award will be made to support the research needs of the fellow. Research funds can be used for laboratory supplies and service, fieldwork, research-related travel, and specialized training. The funding cannot be used to cover salary of any kind, conference expenses, or publication costs. Also, computer equipment cannot be purchased unless clearly and explicitly justified in the original budget. The research funds are expected to be spent by the end of the Full Summer Session during the assistantship.

Responsibilities 
The Kenneth C. Reed Fellows will be required to present a seminar on their work the following year at OCEES EcoLunch as well as a poster at the annual OCEES Research Fair. To receive the award, the awardee must be present at the OCEES Research Fair when the award is announced. The Kenneth C. Reed Fellow will be called upon for some activities related to OCEES functions. Funded students will also take a lead in organizing The OCEES Research Fair at the end of every Spring semester. The Fellow must acknowledge support of the Kenneth C. Reed OCEES Graduate Research Fellowship in all communications and publications. 
 
Criteria for Selection 
Applicants will be reviewed according to the following criteria: 
· Intellectual merit and scientific significance of the proposed research, including the clarity of research questions, strength of conceptual framework, and potential to advance knowledge in ecology and/or evolution.
· Feasibility and rigor of the research plan, including the appropriateness of methods, analytical approach, timeline, and likelihood that the proposed objectives can be successfully completed within the fellowship period.
· Applicant’s research productivity and demonstrated potential for success, as evidenced by publications, presentations, prior research accomplishments, and technical or scholarly preparation relevant to the proposed work.
· Progress toward timely completion of degree requirements, including clear advancement through program milestones and an achievable path to degree completion.
· Strength of the advisor’s letter of recommendation, including evaluation of the applicant’s intellectual independence, research ability, professionalism, and likelihood of making significant scholarly contributions.
· Potential for broader scholarly and professional impact, including the likelihood that the fellowship will meaningfully advance the applicant’s research trajectory, training, and future contributions to their field.

Application Process 
Competitive applications will demonstrate the importance of their proposed work, detailing its relevance to the broader OCEES community, hypotheses being tested, methods that will be used to answer their research questions, and significance of the work. The application will consist of the following sections and format:

Application Form: Completed application form that is provided below on page 4.
Project description: The project description can be up to four pages long, single-spaced, and must be in 12-point font with one-inch margins. Figures and tables can be included in the project description but must be part of the four-page limit. Text in the figures and tables must be legible (i.e., 10+ size font) for the proposal to be reviewed. Although there are no section requirements in the project description, competitive proposals will clearly demonstrate the merits of their proposed research to the broader ecology and/or evolutionary biology fields and include a detailed methodology and timeline for completing the project. 
Literature cited. A single-spaced literature cited section with 12-point font and one-inch margins will follow the project description. There is no page-length requirement for the literature cited section.
Biosketch: The applicant’s curriculum vitae can be 1–3 pages long (single spaced) and will follow the literature cited section. 
Budget and Justification: A clearly formatted budget along with a carefully prepared budget justification must be provided. This section should not exceed two pages. 
Letter of Support: The applicant’s advisor should provide a letter of support, which can be appended to the application or sent separately to the director. The letter should address the student’s degree progress in relation to eligibility for the award, and include a statement that the advisor's external grants have been or will be submitted through OCEES.

Submission
A completed application should be sent as a single PDF file with the filed named: YOURLASTNAME_REED_FELLOW.pdf.  The submission should be sent to the OCEES director: Dr. John Schenk — schenk@ohio.edu.

Proposal Due Date
April 10th, 2026
 
Contact
Dr. John Schenk 
E-mail: schenk@ohio.edu
Department of Environmental and Plant Biology 
Ohio University 
401 Porter Hall


DR. KENNETH C. REED OCEES GRADUATE RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP
Ohio Center for Ecology and Evolutionary Studies
____________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant’s Name: 	 	 	 	 	 

E-mail address: 
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
Department/College: 
 
Degree program (MS, PhD): 	 	 	 	 
 
Thesis or Dissertation Advisor: 

Name and e-mail address of your department's graduate chair:
 
Year entered program: 	 	 	 	 	 	 
 
Years in program: 	 	 
 
Date approved thesis/dissertation research proposal filed: 

Date of completed comprehensive exam (if applicable): 
 
Expected degree completion date: 
 
Thesis/ Dissertation title: 
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