
 
                                       

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“From Finding Nemo to finding patents -   
the natural history of the sea as inspiration” 
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Abstract:      
Nature is the driver of inspiration. I will 
explore the links between natural history 
and technological innovation.  The marine 
environment is a fruitful place to prospect 
for inspiration.  Materials and technology 
from the sea have the advantage of 
evolving to deal with salt water, fouling 
conditions, and rough substrate surfaces.  
New methods of filtering are inspired by 
manta rays.  New ways to make suction 
cups are modeled on fishes.   
The possibilities are as vast as the sea 
itself. 
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