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  AN  OPEN INVITATION  TO  ALL                 FACULTY,  STUDENTS,  AND STAFF

A Presentation By

Fei Gao
Faculty Candidate for the College of Education

 Instructional Technology Program

*******************
“Fostering Productive Online Discussions”

Participating in asynchronous online discussion is one of the major means to support interaction and community building in online learning environments. Researchers, however, have found problems in asynchronous online discussions, such as lack of focus and depth. How can we foster productive online discussions? In this talk, I describe my attempts to address this question through the design of online discussion environments, and discuss findings from two studies. In the first study, an environment was designed to encourage online discussion that is focused on course readings. In the second study, an environment was designed to evoke the qualities of sustainability and connectivity in the discussions. Implications for online instruction and future research are discussed.

Dr. Gao has a Ph.D. in Educational Psychology and Educational Technology from Michigan State University. She is currently an instructional designer at Montclair State University. Her research focuses on enhancing meaningful interactions through technology integration. So far, she has published four peer-reviewed journal articles and three book chapters, and made over ten conference presentations on this topic.

11:00-12:30
McCracken Hall, Room 309
(Light Refreshments Served)

******************
The search committee would appreciate and sincerely welcome feedback on Dr. Gao’s presentation and visit to the College of Education.  Please contact Dr. David Moore (moored3@ohio.edu)
