Request for Proposals for an Evaluation of the Educational Impact of Sesame Street Nigeria a Nigerian Sesame Street Television Series 
3/15/10
Background 

Sesame Workshop, a non-profit educational media producer based in New York City, USA, requests proposals to study the educational impact of Sesame Street Nigeria, a television series aimed at Nigerian children between the ages of 4 to 7. Sesame Street Nigeria is an adaptation of Sesame Street, the educational television series produced in the United States and broadcast across the world.  Sesame Street Nigeria is produced by Nigerian producers and is specifically designed meet the needs of Nigerian children. The materials are based on a Statement of Educational Objectives developed in consultation with Nigerian educational experts from a range of fields, including child development, health, child advocacy, and international development. Each segment of the series presents educational messages that are drawn from these objectives. The show will be broadcast nationally, and is associated with an outreach program including print materials and teacher training.  The outreach program will eventually reach nine states, including Abuja, Akwa Ibom, Bauchi, Ebonyi, Lagos, Kano, and Sokoto.    
The educational impact study will provide information about the degree to which children make gains in the skills and knowledge the series presents. In particular, the study should provide information about the project’s impact among both urban and rural respondents, including orphans and vulnerable children.  
Sesame Street Nigeria is designed to help expose children to early literacy, math, and social skills in an enjoyable and entertaining manner. Like its counterparts in the U.S. and elsewhere, Sesame Street Nigeria has a “magazine” format comprising short animations, live action (documentary film) pieces, and studio segments featuring puppets (called “Muppets”), affording opportunities to present an array of educational experiences that enhance and expand children’s knowledge and skills. Each segment of Sesame Street Nigeria addresses a specific educational objective from one of the following developmental domains:

1. Physical: Objectives related to physical development, health, and safety. 

2. Cognitive: Objectives involved with the stimulation of mental functions such as cognitive development, language arts, mathematics, and science. 
3. Emotional:  Objectives relating to identifying, expressing, and managing emotions. 
4. Social:  Objectives that relate to modeling positive relationships and social development, such as basic interactions, friendship, conflict resolution, and familiarity with the social environment.  

5. Aesthetic:  Objectives associated with appreciating beauty and art forms, creativity, artistic expression, appreciating artists, and embracing diverse cultures.

6. Moral:  Objectives linked to moral principals and integrity, and values such as honesty, fairness, self-control, responsibility, and manners.  
The Study
Research Topics 
Sesame Workshop seeks proposals for a study designed to assess the degree to which Sesame Street Nigeria is an effective vehicle for helping children learn skills in areas such as literacy, math, and health. The study should examine the educational effectiveness of the television series among the target audience (4- to 7-year-olds) in both urban and rural areas. 
Researchers should be aware that not all objectives presented in the project’s Statement of Educational Objectives are addressed during the broadcasting period. Consequently, the study should begin with a content review to determine the educational messages presented in the series. In addition, the Palestinian team and Sesame Workshop may select certain areas of the Statement of Educational Objectives to emphasize in the research. This season, Sesame Street Nigeria will focus on basic skills, as well as promoting girls’ education and fostering a life long love of learning and school; it is likely that these topic areas will be emphasized in the research.  Additional research topics may include children’s viewing behaviors, comprehension and recall of Sesame Street Nigeria, attitudes towards the program, and appeal of the program.  However, the proposed study should primarily focus on the educational impact of the series, particularly among orphans and vulnerable children, and particularly among populations living in areas of the country that are privy to educational disparities (such as the North). 
Research Approach

Previous impact studies from Sesame Workshop typically begin by conducting a review of relevant research, using what is learned from the review as a basis for further work. It is highly recommended that researchers engage in such an exercise to become familiar with the body of literature already available.

Proposals should employ an experimental approach, and should explicate clear reasoning behind the design chosen.  This reasoning should demonstrate an awareness of the requirements of various designs, and a mindfulness of their strengths and weaknesses. All proposals should articulate how the researchers will measure exposure to the series as well as children’s achievement as it relates to the project’s educational objectives. Proposals should also detail how the sample will be chosen and should include a provision for including participants from Sesame Street Nigeria’s  target age (4 to 7 years), drawn from a range of geographic, ethnic, linguistic, religious, and socio-economic backgrounds (with a special emphasis on orphans and vulnerable children).  Vendors should also include a data collection strategy and data analysis plan that addresses anticipated challenges such as measuring exposure, collecting a diverse sample, and measuring socioemotional and cognitive gains. Ideally, data collection should occur in multiple waves.
Proposal Components
Proposals should include a provision for delivery of the following elements:

1. Research Design:  Proposals should outline the design of a potential study or set of studies including:  
· the sampling strategy and a description of how comparison groups will be determined
· research measures (including a descriptions of how exposure and children’s achievement will be measured)

· data collection and analysis
· timeline
2. Budget: A detailed budget for the project should be submitted with the research proposal. The budget should include separate sections outlining costs associated with each data collection wave. 

3. Key personnel: CVs or biographic summaries of key personnel.
Deliverables: 
At the conclusion of the study, the research firm(s) will have provided the following elements: 

1. Interim Report:  Mid-way through the project, researchers should prepare a report highlighting progress to date.  If the research includes a baseline assessment the interim report should provide an analysis of children’s achievement at baseline. The vendor will be required to submit a draft version of the report to Sesame Workshop for review and feedback prior to the completion of a final report.

2. Report of Post-Exposure Findings:  The research should include at least one post-exposure assessment. (Multiple wave assessments are preferred.)  The vendor will be required to submit a draft version of the report of the findings to Sesame Workshop for review prior to the completion of a final report. 
3. Summary Report of Findings:  Upon completion of the final report, vendors should submit a short (1-3 page) summary of the primary findings. The vendor will be required to submit a draft version of the summary to Sesame Workshop for review prior to the completion of a final version.
4. Data, original instruments, videos, and other material: Researchers will be required to submit an electronic version of data (in SPSS or SPSS-compatible format), as well as original instruments, any videos made of children during the research sessions, and any other material produced by children or during interviews such as children’s drawings. These items will become the property of Sesame Workshop. Note: The researchers selected will have access to instruments used in previous Sesame Workshop assessments which can be used as a base for creating questionnaires and other data collection devices for the proposed study.
Timeline

· Proposal should be submitted by April 30, 2010. 

· Sesame Street Nigeria is slated to begin airing in September, 2010. 
Evaluation Criteria
Proposals will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria:

· Experience in conducting and analyzing qualitative and quantitative research and knowledge of media research methodologies 

· Experience with young children 
· A demonstrated capacity to work in a range of settings and to deliver products in a timely fashion under tight and strict monitoring, management and deadlines
· The ability to produce high-quality reports
· Feasibility of study within budget and time parameters
· Appropriateness of research design

· Capacity to execute proposed study
How to Submit Proposals

Submit proposal via email to Mathangi Subramanian at: 

msubrama@sesameworkshop.org
Please note the following in the email subject heading: 

RE: PROPOSAL FOR SESAME STREET NIGERIA EDUCATIONAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
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