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APA Cleveland Section
Student Outreach & Scholarship Committee
Sara Byrnes Maier, Chair
c/o Cleveland Metroparks
4101 Fulton Parkway
Cleveland, Ohio 44144
sbm@clevelandmetroparks.com
(216) 635-3289
2014 APA Cleveland Scholarship

The Cleveland Section of APA Ohio, a Chapter of the American Planning Association, established the Planning Scholarship Program in 1994.  The purpose of the scholarship program is to recognize two outstanding students from Northeast Ohio who are enrolled in approved Ohio college or university planning programs, who demonstrate academic achievement and commitment to the planning profession, and who intend to pursue a career as practicing planners. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Two students will be selected as the recipients of the scholarships.  Each student must be either an undergraduate or graduate student enrolled in an Ohio planning degree program. Each scholarship is paid directly to the student to help offset expenses that are not usually covered by traditional scholarships.

A $2,000 scholarship will be awarded to a full-time student.

A $750 scholarship will be awarded to either a full-time or part-time student.

To be eligible for the $2,000 scholarship, a student:

1. Must be a citizen of the United States;
2. Must have completed at least one year of college level courses;

3. Must be enrolled as an undergraduate student or enrolled/officially accepted for enrollment as a graduate student in a planning program at an Ohio college or university that is accredited by the Planning Accreditation Board (PAB), or a planning program for which accreditation is pending;

4. Must be a full-time student;

5. Must be a resident of one of the following Ohio counties – Ashland, Ashtabula, Columbiana, Cuyahoga, Erie, Geauga, Huron, Lake, Lorain, Mahoning, Medina, Portage, Richland, Stark, Summit, Trumbull, or Wayne; and a graduate of a high school located in one of the above counties. (A student enrolled as an undergraduate student or enrolled/officially accepted for enrollment as a graduate student in a planning program at a college or university in Cuyahoga County that is accredited by the Planning Accreditation Board, or a planning program for which accreditation is pending, is exempt from this requirement). 

To be eligible for the $750 scholarship, a student:

1. Must be a citizen of the United States;
2. Must have completed at least one year of college level courses;

3. Must be enrolled as an undergraduate student or enrolled/officially accepted for enrollment as a graduate student in a planning program at an Ohio college or university;

4. May be a full-time or part-time student;

5. Must be a resident of one of the following Ohio counties – Ashland, Ashtabula, Columbiana, Cuyahoga, Erie, Geauga, Huron, Lake, Lorain, Mahoning, Medina, Portage, Richland, Stark, Summit, Trumbull, or Wayne; and a graduate of a high school located in one of the above counties. 

Preference will be given to an applicant who:

 Is a member of APA Cleveland;

 Intends to pursue a career in the planning profession;

 Shows a high degree of academic achievement;

 Demonstrates a record of service to the community;

 Indicates a financial need.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
The APA Cleveland Planning Scholarship application package shall consist of original documents with signatures, as required, for the following materials:

1. The APA Cleveland Planning Scholarship Application completed and signed by the applicant;

2. A 2-3 page typed statement, written by the student, describing the student's career goals, commitment to the planning field both in terms of past experience and future plans, and why planning was chosen as a career.  While this is an academic scholarship, the scholarship committee is aware of the financial commitment required to obtain a college education.  Therefore, information explaining financial need may be included in the final paragraphs of this statement;

3. At least two letters of recommendation, preferably from professors or planning practitioners.  Letters of recommendation are to be sent directly by the writer to the scholarship committee and need to be received by the application deadline. 

4. An official college or university transcript sent by the office of the registrar (transcripts are to be requested by the student with adequate time for receipt prior to the application deadline) OR a copy of the letter of acceptance from the planning program (for an incoming student).

5. As necessary, documentation from the director of the planning program indicating that PAB-accreditation is pending.

The application package shall be postmarked no later than May 9, 2014.

SELECTION CRITERIA

The members of the APA Cleveland Student Relations and Scholarship Committee will review the applications.  After careful review and consensus, two winners will be chosen. Applications will be judged using the following criteria, listed in order of importance:

1. Personal statement;

2. Academic performance during the last two years and/or evidence of significant improvement in academic standing;

3. Letters of recommendation; 

4. Community service; 

5. Financial need; and

6. Neatness and completeness of application.

THE AWARD PROCESS
The scholarship committee will meet in mid-June after a review of all applications.

The recipient of the $2,000 award is chosen from the applications submitted by full-time students.  After the recipient of the $2,000 award is selected, the remaining applications submitted by full-time students and all applications submitted by part-time students are reviewed, and the recipient of the $750 award is chosen.

Final decisions are made at the discretion of the scholarship committee, and the selected students are notified in writing by the scholarship committee chairperson before the end of June.

The award recipients are required to write letters of acceptance to the scholarship committee chairperson by July 31, 2014.  When a recipient is notified of his/her award, specific information to ensure proper payment to the student is requested and requires prompt attention.

An alternate to each award is chosen in the event the student selected for a scholarship is unable to return to school, or the student does not send a letter of acceptance to the scholarship committee chairperson by July 31 after being notified of his/her selection.

The recipient of the $2,000 award is expected to continue to participate as a full-time student in the planning degree program.  Upon completion of the award requirements, the first one-half of the award will be paid to the student in September.  The second half will be paid in January, contingent on a written report from the school stating that the student is still enrolled full-time in the planning degree program and maintaining a satisfactory level of work.

The recipient of the $750 award is expected to continue to participate as a student in the planning degree program.  Upon completion of the award requirements, the first one-half of the award will be paid to the student in September.  The second half will be paid in January, contingent on a written report from the school stating that the student is still enrolled in the planning degree program and maintaining a satisfactory level of work.

It is the responsibility of each recipient to notify the scholarship committee chairperson of any change in address.   

DEADLINE
The complete application must bear a postmark of May 9, 2014. If an overnight delivery service or a similar courier service is used, the application package shall arrive no later than the close of business on May 12, 2014.  Faxed or emailed documents will not be accepted.
Questions may be addressed to Sara Byrnes Maier, Student Outreach & Scholarship Committee Chair, at sbm@clevelandmetroparks.com or (216) 635-3289.
Address entries to:

Sara Byrnes Maier, Chair
APA Cleveland Student Outreach & Scholarship Committee
c/o Cleveland Metroparks

4101 Fulton Parkway
Cleveland, OH 44144

Planning Scholarship Application

Please type or print

1.
Mr.


Ms.




Last Name
First
Middle

2.
Address:


(During School Year)  Street


City


State

Zip


(Permanent Residence)  Street

City


State


Zip


Telephone During School Year


Telephone Other Times
    e-mail
3.
The county in which your permanent residence is located:

Eligible counties include: Ashland, Ashtabula, Columbiana, Cuyahoga, Erie, Geauga, Huron, Lake, Lorain, Mahoning, Medina, Portage, Richland, Stark, Summit, Trumbull, and Wayne.

4.
Name, address and graduation date of High School attended:


5.
College or University:

6.
Department/Program:

7.
Circle the status of your enrollment:
Full-time student
Part-time Student

8.
Expected date of graduation (month/year): 

9.
Name and Telephone of Dept/Program Director: 

10.
Dept/Program Address: 

11. 
List any activities in which you have participated within your university/college community.  (Indicate clubs, student government, etc. and the type of participation).  Also, include any leadership positions held and honorary awards for membership in honorary societies. (If you need more space, please continue on a separate piece of paper)

12.
List any community, city, state, and/or national activities in which you have participated without pay.  Please indicate type of participation and any leadership positions held.

13.
List jobs you have had in the last three years and the responsibilities you had for each job.

14.
Please list the individuals who you have asked to write a letter of recommendation.  You are responsible for any follow up to ensure the letters are submitted on time.  If additional space is needed, please attach a separate page to the package.


Name
Title

Address: Number, Street, Box, etc.
City
State
Zip

Name
Title

Address: Number, Street, Box, etc.
City
State
Zip
15.
Certification:


I have examined the above statements and certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, they are a full, true and accurate statement of the facts.

Signature of Applicant






Date

Please attach all other required materials to this application and label all sheets with your name and date.  

Package is to be postmarked no later than May 9, 2014.  If forwarded via an overnight delivery service or similar delivery service, the package shall be delivered no later than May 12, 2014.  Faxed or emailed documents will not be accepted.  All letters of recommendation and transcripts must be received by this deadline.  It is the responsibility of the student to ensure that all materials arrive in time.
Questions may be addressed to Sara Byrnes Maier, Scholarship Chair, at sbm@clevelandmetroparks.com or (216) 635-3289.
Address entries to:

Sara Byrnes Maier, Chair
APA Cleveland Student Outreach & Scholarship Committee
c/o Cleveland Metroparks

4101 Fulton Parkway

Cleveland, OH 44144
