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RUSS COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

New EECS 
Graduate Student 
Orientation
Wojciech Jadwisienczak, Ph.D.
Graduate Chairman and Associate Professor (Electrical Engineering)
School of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science

September 10, 2020, 6:00 pm‐7:00 pm, online TEAMS
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

EECS Graduate Degree Programs

• Master of Science in Electrical Engineering (MSEE)
– Degree Code: MS7253

– Thesis and Project options

• Master of Science in Computer Science (MSCS)
– Degree Code: MS7260

– Thesis and Project options

• Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
– Degree Code: PH7267

– Entry with either M.S. or B.S. degree
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MSEE Requirements
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Requirement Thesis Option Project Option

Breadth Coursework 6 6

EE 6000‐level Coursework 6 9

Total 6000‐level Coursework 9 12

Technical Writing Seminar ET6020 1 1

Graduate Research Seminar EE6981 2 2

Total EE Coursework  12 12

Total Coursework 24 27

Thesis/Project EE6950/EE6943 6 3

TOTAL 33 33
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MSEE Requirements – Program of Study

RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY6

https://www.ohio.edu/engineering/eecs/academics/graduate/electrical‐engineering

MSEE Requirements – Guidelines
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

MSCS Requirements
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Requirement Thesis Option Project Option

Foundation Requirement 6 6

Depth Requirement 12 18

Total Coursework 18 24

Graduate Research Seminar EE6981 2 2

Technical Writing Seminar ET6020 1 1

Thesis/Project CS6950/EE6943 9 3

TOTAL 30 30
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MSCS Requirements – Program of Study
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MSCS Requirements – Guidelines
https://www.ohio.edu/engineering/sites/ohio.edu.engineering/files/sites/engineering/MSCS‐
Guidelines‐Fall‐2016‐or‐Later_March‐2016.pdf

RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

PhD Requirements

10

Requirement With M.S. With B.S.

Breadth Coursework 0 6

EE/CS 6000‐level Coursework 12 15

Math/Science 6000‐level Coursework 3 3

Total 6000‐level Coursework 15 18

Total EE/CS Coursework 12 18

Total Coursework 15 27

Graduate Research Seminar EE6981 2 3

Technical Writing Seminar ET6020 1 1

Dissertation 54 54

TOTAL 72 85

9

10



9/11/2020

6

RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY11

PhD Requirements – Program of Study

RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY12

PhD Requirements – Guidelines
https://www.ohio.edu/engineering/eecs/academics/graduate/phd
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Advisor and Committee

• EECS graduate students are not assigned an advisor! and Dr.J will not do it.

– Research faculty technical interests & specialties

– Identify faculty member(s) whose research specialization matches your interests

• Often a good idea to speak with multiple faculty members

• Must be a member of the EECS Graduate Faculty

– Ask the person to be your advisor (he/she has the right to decline!)
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Advisor and Committee

• Your advisor:

– will help you select courses and plan your Program of Study

– is responsible for directing (but not doing) your research

– will determine who you should ask to serve on your committee &
who should be your outside‐the‐college committee representative(s)

– can require you to take courses beyond the stated minimum requirements

– may provide financial support in the form of a Research Assistantship (RA)

• You:

– maintain good academic standing (GPA, academic progress etc.)

– should make contributions to your advisor’s research program

– should meet regularly with your advisor

– should initiate meetings
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Program of Study (PoS)

• Lists courses you plan to take to fulfill degree requirements

– Audited courses do not count

• Must be on file during your second semester

– Having a Program of Study on file is necessary to be considered for a new graduate 
appointment (TA/GA) or to continued with one

• Program of Study must be signed by:

– You

– Your advisor & committee

– Graduate Chairman (Dr.J)

• Programs of study can be changed

– Course substitutions must be at an equal or higher level

– Program of Study Change Form must be filed before substitute courses are taken
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Important Documents

• Degree (Program) Requirements and Guidelines

– Specifies graduation requirements & related policies

• Program of Study

– Clearly lists courses that you plan to take to meet degree requirements

• All EECS graduate program documents can be obtained from Dr. 
Jadwisienczak, EECS Graduate Chair, room #333 or jadwisie@ohio.edu 

– Certain forms related to graduation requirements may be requested from the Dean’s 
office at russgradinfo@ohio.edu
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Important Documents

• Graduate Catalog

– University requirements, guidelines & policies that apply to all degrees offered at Ohio 
University available at https://www.catalogs.ohio.edu/index.php

• Pages of interest on the Graduate College website

– Graduate Appointments 
https://www.catalogs.ohio.edu/content.php?catoid=68&navoid=5609

– Thesis and Dissertation (TAD) Services

• NOTE: If you approach the Graduate Chairman with a question regarding 
policies, requirements, etc., he will ask if you have read:

– Graduate Catalog

– Requirements & Guidelines document for your program

– Program of Study form for your program
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Financial Support

• Research Assistantships (RAs) 

– Awarded directly by a faculty member with sponsored research 

– Research duties defined by the faculty member making the award

– Faculty member has the right to revoke the award

– A good way to determine your thesis/dissertation research topic

• Stocker Research Assistantships (SRAs)

– Awarded by the School of EECS using Stocker endowment funds

– Research duties defined by the faculty advisor

– Two academic years plus the intervening summer

18
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Financial Support
• Teaching Assistantships (TAs) 

– Awarded by the School of EECS through the operating budget every semester

(TA assistantship IS NOT automatically renewed!!!)

– Lab or recitation instruction under the supervision of the instructor of record

• Must demonstrate the ability to communicate orally in English by passing the OPIE 
SPEAK test or by having an acceptable score on the TOEFL/IELTS

– The School has the right to revoke the award due to unsatisfactory performance 

– A good way to gain instructional experience

• Graduate Assistantships (GAs)

– Awarded by the School of EECS through the operating budget every semester

(GA assistantship IS NOT automatically renewed!!!)

– Grading and/or lab duties that do not involve instruction

– The School has the right to revoke the award due to unsatisfactory performance 

– A good way to gain entry‐level experience on the path to a TA
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Financial Support

• All (S)RA, TA, and GA appointments include a stipend and a full tuition 
scholarship

– RA: stipends vary by faculty member ($6,500 minimum)

– Stocker RA: $8,000 per semester 

– TA: $6,000 per semester (requires 20 hrs/week of work)

– GA: $4,500 per semester (requires 20 hrs/week of work)

• All (S)RAs, TAs, and GAs must meet minimum graduate‐level registration 
requirements each semester (starting spring 2021)

– 18 credit hours for MS

– 18 credit hours for PhD 

• All (S)RAs, TAs, and GAs must file a Program of Study sometime during their 
second semester
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Financial Support

• Stocker RA and EECS TA/GA positions

– All positions are currently filled

– Should a position open,  all EECS graduate students will automatically be considered

• Applications may be solicited, email Dr. J expressing interest to be TA/GA 

• Selection criteria include academic credentials and suitability for the position

• RA positions

– Individual EECS professors may have open RA positions

– Students should contact faculty whose research interests match their own

21

RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Financial Support

• If you have a graduate appointment as a (S)RA, TA, or GA:

– Complete these forms in person (?) at the Graduate College or Payroll Office

• Verification of Employment Eligibility and Identity (I‐9)

• Declaration Regarding Material (Non) Assistance to a Terrorist Organization

• Glacier Enrollment for US Tax Compliance

– Other forms returned to Graduate College 

• Request for Optional Exemption to OPERS

• Personnel Data Profile

• Employee’s Withholding Allowance Certificate (IRS Form W‐4)

22

21

22



9/11/2020

12

RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Fall Semester

• Preliminary Advising

– YOU choose your research area

• EE: avionics, computer architecture, communications, control  systems, 
nanoelectronics, optoelectronics, etc.

• CS: artificial intelligence, theory, computing, networks, medical  imaging, 
bioinformatics, etc.

– Identify faculty member(s) in your area of interest

• Ask for assistance for course selections to complete a program of study

– See Graduate Chairman for referral, if necessary

23

RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Fall Semester

• See Fall 2020 Course Offerings on the Registrar’s website

• Typical course load

– Three courses (9 – 12 credit hours)

– EE/CS, other engineering, math, or science (e.g., physics, biology)

• If you have been awarded a (S)RA, TA, or GA appointment, you must meet 
minimum graduate–level registration

– 18 credit hours for MS / 18 credit hours for PhD (starting spring 2021)

– Register for research hours:

• EE 6940 (MSEE) 

• CS 6940 (MSCS) 

• EE 8940 (PhD)

– Until you have an advisor, you can register under Dr. Wojciech Jadwisienczak, EECS 
Graduate Chairman
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Fall’20 Semester – Defenses
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY27

Fall’20 Semester – Defenses
Continuation….

RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY28

Applying for Graduation 

GRADUATE FORMS CHECKLIST 

Note to Student: It is the responsibility of the student to confirm the availability 
of each committee member prior to scheduling the Oral Examination. Typically 
all members of a graduate student's committee are expected to be present in 
person. Due to the Covid-19, remote access (telephone/skype/etc.) is permitted. 
However, written approval prior to the defense from the Grad Chair and the 
Senior Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies must be obtained. 
Explanation and approvals of exceptional cases must accompany the 
arrangement form when submitting. 
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY29

Applying for Graduation 

RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY30

Applying for Graduation 
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY31

Final 
Graduation 
Approval

RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Common Problems

• A 3.0 GPA must be maintained.  Graduate courses may not be retaken.

• No Program of Study on file

• Not all courses on Program of Study have been taken

• No evidence that a presentation was made in the EECS Graduate Research 
Seminar (EE 6981)

• Attempt to use invalid courses (e.g., MATH 5200 or computer programming 
courses or to many independent studies) to satisfy degree requirements

• Not registered for minimum graduate‐level hours (you will not get paid!)

32
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Common Problems
• Writing thesis/dissertation

– Document preparation

• Seminars offered by Thesis and Dissertation (TAD) Services

More info here https://www.ohio.edu/graduate/etd

– English usage & grammar

• Consider ELIP classes

More info here https://www.ohio.edu/cas/linguistics/elip/graduate‐courses

– Proper citation (plagiarism):

• Final document will be electronically scanned

• You will be required to sign a statement of originality

• Technical Writing Seminar (ET 6020) helps, but be vigilant – when in doubt, ask your 
advisor

• Leaving campus before completing ALL degree requirements is a bad idea

33
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Communication

• E‐mail

– OHIO account  (Exchange e‐mail and calendar) assigned to all graduate students

• You must set forwarding to other e‐mail account(s) you prefer

– Check frequently (at least daily) 

• We use e‐mail for general announcements, as well as specifically  contacting YOU

• EECS Graduate Programs Organization on Blackboard

– Announcements

– Document archive

34
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Contact Information
EECS Program Specific Information and Business

• Wojciech Jadwisienczak, EECS Graduate Chairman

– Contact info:

• Office: Stocker 331/333

• Phone: 593‐1572

• E‐mail: jadwisie@ohio.edu 

35

Contact the Grad Chair office if you have questions about: 
• Classes and class conflict
• Instructors and project advisors
• EECS programs specifics and requirements, program of study 
• Graduate committees 
• MS/PhD thesis schedule and defenses
• TA/GA assignments
• Curricular Practical Training (CPT) & Optional Practical Training (OPT)
• Graduation check   

RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Communication
Graduate Program Specific Information and Business 

36

Contact the Graduate Program if you have questions about: 
• Graduate Programs Requirements 
• Contracts  
• Graduation Check 
• Scheduling MS and PhD Defenses 
• Plagiarism Check  
• Final Graduation Check 
• …. and much more…..

russgradinfo@ohio.edu
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Contact Information
Graduate Program Director 

• Shawn D. Ostermann, Senior Associate Dean for Research and
Graduate Studies

– Contact info:

• Office: Stocker 153

• Phone: 593‐1482

• E‐mail: osterman@ohio.edu 
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Announcement (1)

Phase‐2 re‐opening for Athens campus

1. The Stocker/ARC is closed, as it has been since the start of the pandemic.
ONLY those graduate students who have been given permission to have or will be 
given swipe card access to the building can return to labs.  

2.  Due to the poor air circulation in Stocker/ARC Center and the extremely high 
density of the few graduate student office spaces in Stocker/ARC, it seems that 
the only way to provide the building access is to create alternate spaces for grad 
students to study and access Internet resources. The School plans to open the 
two large ARC classrooms as socially‐distanced graduate spaces for Phase‐2.    
Grad students will receive via email a survey soon informing about specifics.
Until you received a confirmation/permission from the School you shall not 
return to Stocker/ART for study or TA/GA duties.
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RUSS COLLEGE OF  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Announcement (2)

39

All EECS graduate students will received communication from the Grad Chair  
regarding: 
1. PoS on file: 

If missed or outdated then students MUST submit a new approved PoS by Dec. 1, 2020 

New students will submit PoS by deadline specified in the Guidelines

2.    Reminder to provide updates on Graduation Check by Dec. 1, 2020 
including:
Number of terms in the program (7‐year limit, 10 or 12 terms for tuition waver) 

Completed credits by end of fall 2020
Completed EE6981 Grad Seminar credits and presentation by end of fall 2020
Completed ET6020 Technical Writing Seminar credit
Completed EE6950/CS6950/EE8950 Thesis/Dissertation credits (54 CR)
MS students ‐ External representative(s) selection, MS Thesis defense date   
PhD students ‐ Comprehensive exams Part A&B dates, external representative(s) selection 
Dissertation Proposal defense date, PhD Dissertation defense date 
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