Recommendation 21. 34A. When establishing a new species name (binomen) under the appropriate rank-based code, some mechanism should be used to indicate whether the generic genus name (prenomen) is an established clade name under this code.  If symbols are used, their meaning should be made clear.

Example 1. [P]Hypotheticus could indicate that the prenomen Hypotheticus is an established clade name, while [nP]Hypotheticus could indicate that Hypotheticus this prenomen has not been established as a clade name under this code ("n" meaning not).  If so, the meanings of the symbols [P] and [nP] should be clearly indicated.


Note 21. 34A.1. Although Example 1 uses one symbol to indicate establishment under this code and another symbol to indicate the absence of such establishment, an alternative would be to use the presence or absence of a single symbol.  However, using absence of a symbol to designate nomenclatural status is potentially confusing because its absence may result from accidental omission.  Furthermore, some readers may misinterpret absence of a symbol because they are unaware of the author's convention.

