[image: image1.png]COUNSELING
ASSOCIATION

A Branch of the
American Counseling Association




Chairman Smith, Vice Chair Schuring, Ranking Member Driehaus and members of the House Finance Committee, 

My name is Dr. Victoria Kress and I am commenting today on provisions of the state budget bill, House Bill 64.  Currently, I serve as the President of the Ohio Counseling Association.  The Ohio Counseling Association is the professional organization representing licensed professional counselors, licensed professional clinical counselors, and school counselors in Ohio.

I am an Ohio Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor with Supervisory endorsement (LPCC-S), and a National Certified Counselor (NCC).  I am a professor at Youngstown State University, and I also served six years as a member – and chair- of the Counselor, Social Worker and Marriage and Family Therapist State Licensure Board. 

I have dedicated my career to advocating for child mental health issues, especially for children who have been the victims of abuse, neglect, and trauma. In this capacity, I volunteer as a court appointed guardian ad litem for abused and neglected children. Having worked in the child mental health field for 20 years; having been published in journals over 100 times (on child mental health topics); and having written 3 textbooks related to counseling children, I have an excellent understanding of child mental health and the role that early identification and intervention play in preventing the development of future problems; problems that cost our society a great deal of money. 
I am writing to ask that the committee consider restoring the funding recommended by the Executive Budget for the Early Childhood Mental Health Counseling program.  The Executive Budget recommended funding of $5 million per fiscal year.  The House Substitute Bill set the funding level at $2.5 million per year.
The Early Childhood Mental Health Counselors and Consultation line item specifies that the funding must be used to:

Promote identification and intervention for early childhood mental health and to enhance healthy social emotional development in order to reduce preschool to third grade classroom expulsions. Funds shall be used by the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services to support early childhood mental health credentialed counselors and consultation services, as well as administration and workforce development for the program.
While the Ohio Counseling Association appreciates that the House recognizes the importance of these types of programs, we respectfully request that you consider restoring the funding level recommended by the Executive Budget.
We cannot think of a better investment for the state of Ohio than our most vulnerable citizens’ mental health. One of every five children has a mental disorder. Sadly, four out of five children who

need mental health services do not receive them. These dollars will help identify these children  and connect them with much needed supports. 

The longer children’s mental health problems go unaddressed, the deeper the problems’ roots grow, thus making them harder to pull up later. The costs associated with hospitalizations, residential treatment (generally paid for with government dollars), and juvenile justice centers are significant, and we all pay for these. 
The OCA would also like a  re-instatement of language that was included in the as-introduced version of HB 64 regarding school counselors.  Specifically, the school counselor provisions would:
1. Charge the Education Standards Committee to develop standards for school counselors;

2. Charge the State Board of Education to develop a model for school counselor evaluation; and 

3. Allocate up to $1 million per year for training on best practices for career counseling for school counselors.

We ask that the committee consider including all of these provisions in House Bill 64.  School counselors are invaluable to the districts they serve.  These important provisions will help ensure that districts are utilizing their school counselors in the most appropriate manner.  Students deserve a school counselor dedicated to promoting and advocating for the academic success and social/emotional development of all students in grades preK-12.   

Thank you for your time and consideration of the Ohio Counseling Association’s perspective! 
