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Rehabilitation is being seriously challenged at all levels. Our previous 

Call-for-Papers themes have attempted to generate new ideas and promising practices that address the challenges of the times.  Yet, we continue to struggle with the gathering and translation of real innovations into practice.

We must do better in how we advance and share our ideas and responses to the very real challenges of today!   This Call for Papers & Call for Nominations for the NCRE/CSAVR/RSA Conference is designed to capture the most innovative, out of the box, daring thinking and program designs in the national rehabilitation realm.  We will be selecting program ideas that can translate to practices that mitigate challenges. 

The theme and tracks presented in this call are intentionally broad and provocative to encourage the most creative and effective submissions. 

In past years, submissions for Awards for individuals and program innovations worthy of recognition have significantly waned. We need to increase the nominations for the RSA Commissioner awards. 

We ask you to respond to these two challenges –innovative program submissions and increased award nominations?

This year’s conference will be held at the Key Bridge Marriott in Arlington, VA, October 30, 2011 – November 1, 2011. Same place, same sponsors and about the same time but we hope that is all that remains the same this year. The theme of the conference is “New Models for New Times: Right Time, Right Now!”  The conference features the following tracks that must respond to the theme:

1. Research to Practice

2. Employment: New solutions to old, new and emerging problems

3. Preservice and Inservice Training: Are we Ready?

We encourage presenters to challenge current ways of thinking and submit proposals that demonstrate a real difference in how we conduct rehabilitation training and service delivery.  This is your opportunity to submit a program proposal that will share with others your new and effective solutions for the challenges of today and tomorrow.  Submissions are due no later than Wednesday, June 1, 2011.   

Sincerely,

	Charles Degeneffe,

President, National Council on

Rehabilitation Education
	Lynnae Ruttledge

Commissioner for Rehabilitation Services Administration
	Steve Wooderson 

President, Council of State Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation


Enclosure

NCRE/RSA/CSAVR 

Call for Program Proposals
The National Rehabilitation Education Conference is a means of facilitating communication and sharing information among professionals involved in training, recruiting, hiring and enhancing the development of qualified rehabilitation counselors.  The focus of the conference this year is revolutionary, visionary, innovative thinking and practices that prepares rehabilitation for future decades.   

This year, the conference planning committee is soliciting papers consistent with a timely and critical theme: “New Models for New Times: Right Time, Right Now!”  This theme reflects the need to shake up vocational rehabilitation services using evidence-based practices to create innovative, effective and creative solutions that have potential for truly successful outcomes for people with disabilities. The conference features the following tracks that must respond to the theme:

1. Research to Practice

2. Employment: New solutions to old, new and emerging problems

3. Preservice and Inservice Training: Are we Ready?

Research to Practice

There is much research being published in rehabilitation journals and presented through conferences such as these. How much of this actually changes practice? Proposals being sought under this track must describe (a) evidence based practices that have been successfully implemented and significantly affected practice especially resulting in increased employment outcomes, (b) effective research that has substantial potential to affect practice or (c) research approaches that may be more effective than current approaches and have most promise for the future. Proposals can include issues and challenges faced in establishing such research.

Employment: New Solutions to Old, New and Emerging Problems

Vocational rehabilitation continues to face increasing pressure to demonstrate cost effective outcomes. This pressure is particularly acute during the current budgetary and economic difficulties. We must get people with disabilities working more rapidly, more efficiently, in larger numbers, in jobs that lead to self-sustaining careers and prepared for careers of the future. Proposals being sought under this track must describe (a) new solutions for old problems, (b) solutions for new problems or (c) solutions for emerging problems.

Preservice and Inservice Training: Are we Ready?

Change is rapid and the rate of change keeps getting more rapid. Training is critical to preparing a rehabilitation workforce that is versatile enough to deal with both current problems and problems of the future. Under this track, proposals must describe (a) effective and innovative preservice or inservice training models or practices, (b) evidence based training models or (c) examples of training in and/or implementation of evidence based practices.

Proposal Process 

Proposals will be submitted using the NCRE online submission form. Each proposal must provide the following information:

Title
Please limit the title to 80 characters or less. Longer titles will be edited. The title of the paper must be concise and descriptive. It must accurately describe the content of the paper. We appreciate your adherence to the submission procedures by not using all capitals in your title.

Abstract
Please limit the abstract to 500 characters or less, including spaces and punctuation. The abstract should include the basic content of the proposed session, the method for information delivery, and the source of the information. If the presentation is selected, this abstract will be printed in the conference program.

Content Description
Limit your content description to 2000 characters or less, including punctuation. Required sections must be addressed for the proposal to be considered.

 

Empirical- if your proposal is for an empirical presentation, your proposal will be rated on the following required sections: (1) Purpose, (2) Methods, (3) Results - Research or Clinical, (4) Conclusions, (5) Implications - Research & Practice.

 

Conceptual - if your proposal is for a conceptual presentation, your proposal will be rated on the following required sections: (1) Purpose, (2) Relevant Literature, (3) Conclusions, and (4) Implications—Research & Practice.
Track
Please indicate the track to which your proposal responds. We reserve the right to make final track assignments.
1. Research to Practice

2. Employment: New solutions to old, new and emerging problems

3. Preservice and Inservice Training: Are we Ready?

Type of Presentations
Lecture - A presentation in which research, theories, findings, critical information, background, and/or history are conveyed to the audience.

Demonstration - A presentation of processes, examples, devices, software, and/or products is shared with the audience.

Panel Discussion - A discussion, of no more than 4 speakers, of a topic of public interest in front of an audience, with whom the speakers may interact.

Poster - The poster showcase provides a forum for professionals and students to share their best practices and/or research in a poster-format.

Format 
Indicate if you proposal will be a concurrent or poster presentation and if you are willing to convert to either if requested.

Concurrent Presentation (60 minutes) 
Poster Presentation (90 minutes)

Presenter(s) Information 
Main Presenter's Name, Professional Credentials, Email Address, Phone Number, Mailing Address, and Professional Affiliation.

The main presenter will be the point of contact for all Call for Proposals-related correspondence and is responsible for disseminating this correspondence to co-presenters.

Co-Presenter(s) Name(s), Professional Credential(s), and Professional Affiliation(s).

Are you willing to have your session audio or video recorded? The main contact person should answer on behalf of a group of presenters for a joint proposal. Please check with all presenters before answering.
This presentation may be audio recorded: 
___Yes
___No
This presentation may be video recorded:  
___Yes
___No
Review Schedule 

Proposals must be submitted no later than 11:59 pm (EST) Wednesday, 
June 1, 2011. Early submissions are appreciated.

PLEASE NOTE: Once your proposal has been submitted, you will see a confirmation message at the top of this webpage. “Thank you. Your NCRE/RSA/CSAVR conference program proposal has been successfully received.”  Please print/save this message, as this will be the only confirmation statement that you will receive.
If you have any questions regarding your proposal, please contact Don Bunuan at fallconference@rehabeducators.org
Notification Schedule and Important Deadline Dates 

A joint NCRE-CSAVR-RSA review panel will select the presentations from submissions received through this Call for Papers.
Our goal is to inform the main contact person listed on your proposal of the acceptance of your proposal by email no later than Monday, July 25, 2011
Deadline for presenters who have been accepted to notify NCRE of their decision to agree to present is no later than Monday, August 8, 2011. 

Presenter and any co presenters who are planning to attend have until Friday, August 22, 2011 to register for the conference. 
PRESENTATION DATE/TIME

Confirmation of date and time of presentation will be sent only after proof of registration for presenter and all co-presenters attending the conference are complete. 

Our goal is to inform the main contact person listed on your proposal the date and time of your presentation by email no later than Monday, September 19, 2011.
Concurrent Session presentations are 60 minutes in length and are scheduled during the main conference on Monday, October 31, 2011 and Tuesday, November 1, 2011. 

Poster Presentations are 90 minutes in length and scheduled in the evening on Monday, October 31, 2011. 

By submitting a paper for consideration, speakers agree that their presentation may be scheduled at any time, on any of these days, at the discretion of the RSA/NCRE conference planner.

Availability of Presenter(s)
Submission of this proposal is an acknowledgment that presenter and co-presenters all agree to:

1. Be available to present the program on any day/time of the conference.

2. Not charge a separate fee for attending your session.

3. Pay the registration fee to attend the conference.

4. Present at no more than 2 one-hour sessions. 

Accessibility  

IMPORTANT:  All handout material must be available in alternate formats. The presenter is responsible for production of alternate format material.  Also, please remember that during presentations slides and overheads should be read to the audience.
Audiovisual Equipment 

NCRE will provide an overhead projector and screen to concurrent session presenters at no cost. Computers/Laptops and LCD projectors will not be provided and are the responsibility of the presenters if required.
Poster boards and pushpins will be provided for poster presentations at the conference. Poster session presenters will not be provided audio-visual equipment.
If you require any other additional equipment, NCRE will provide you with appropriate contact information so you can order the equipment at your own expense through Key Bridge Marriott Hotel.   
Requests for information to obtain additional equipment should be made to info@rehabeducators.org by no later than October 7, 2011.
Incomplete information may result in the denial of the submitted proposal. You will not be able to edit your proposal once submitted.
I have read and understand the conditions of submission outlined above, and would like to submit a proposal. Enter link to submission site  

http://www.rehabeducators.org/submit.html
