The Honorable 

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.  20515
Dear Congressman 

I am writing to request that you support H.R. 3200, The House version of the legislation (H.R. 3200) would establish Medicare coverage of medically necessary outpatient mental health services provided by licensed Professional Counselors and Marriage and Family Therapists.

There are more than 4,000 Licensed Professional Clinical Counselors in Ohio.  LPCC’s are master’s level mental health professionals meeting education and training standards on par with those of clinical social workers, who have been covered under Medicare for nearly twenty years.  Nationally, there are an estimated 110,000 professional counselors licensed for independent practice in the full range of settings, including community mental health centers, private practice, group practices, outpatient facilities, and managed care organizations, hospitals, hospice centers, and nursing homes.

Private sector health plans have already recognized Licensed Professional Clinical Counselors as highly qualified, cost-effective mental health care providers, covering their services for decades.  Medicare policy needs to be brought up-to-date by covering counselors, as well; in fact, counselor reimbursement by Medicare would increase the program's master's level mental health workforce by more than 50% in the state.  Studies show that Medicare beneficiaries need better access to mental health specialists.

Covering Licensed Professional Clinical Counselors is a cost-effective way of accomplishing this.  In 2007, the Congressional Budget Office estimated that covering mental health counselors would cost less than $200 million over five years, a small price to pay for giving Medicare beneficiaries the same provider choice enjoyed by individuals with private insurance.  Moreover, this investment in outpatient care can reduce the need for costlier, more intensive treatments.  Both the House and the Senate have approved counselor coverage legislation within the past four years.  Please work to modernize Medicare’s mental health benefit by achieving enactment of counselor coverage legislation this year.

I urge you to support of this very important piece of legislation.  Thank you for your time and consideration, and I look forward to learning your position on this important issue.

Sincerely,

{address}

{city, state, zip} June 8, 2009
The Honorable George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C.  20510
Dear Senator Voinovich:

I am writing to request that you support H.R. 3200, The House version of the legislation (H.R. 3200) would establish Medicare coverage of medically necessary outpatient mental health services provided by licensed Professional Counselors and Marriage and Family Therapists.  Unfortunately the legislation developed by the Senate Finance Committee does not include these groups as qualified providers of Medicare services.
There are more than 4,000 Licensed Professional Clinical Counselors in Ohio.  LPCC’s are master’s level mental health professionals meeting education and training standards on par with those of clinical social workers, who have been covered under Medicare for nearly twenty years.  Nationally, there are an estimated 110,000 professional counselors licensed for independent practice in the full range of settings, including community mental health centers, private practice, group practices, outpatient facilities, and managed care organizations, hospitals, hospice centers, and nursing homes.

Private sector health plans have already recognized Licensed Professional Clinical Counselors as highly qualified, cost-effective mental health care providers, covering their services for decades.  Medicare policy needs to be brought up-to-date by covering counselors, as well; in fact, counselor reimbursement by Medicare would increase the program's master's level mental health workforce by more than 50% in the state.  Studies show that Medicare beneficiaries need better access to mental health specialists.

Covering Licensed Professional Clinical Counselors is a cost-effective way of accomplishing this.  In 2007, the Congressional Budget Office estimated that covering mental health counselors would cost less than $200 million over five years, a small price to pay for giving Medicare beneficiaries the same provider choice enjoyed by individuals with private insurance.  Moreover, this investment in outpatient care can reduce the need for costlier, more intensive treatments.  Both the House and the Senate have approved counselor coverage legislation within the past four years.  Please work to modernize Medicare’s mental health benefit by achieving enactment of counselor coverage legislation this year.

I hope you will contact Senator Blanche Lincoln or Senator John Barrasso to sign on as a cosponsor of S. 671.  Thank you for your time and consideration, and I look forward to learning your position on this important issue.

Sincerely,

{address}

{city, state, zip}

