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The 2012-2013 FLAS Fellows Present 

 

Talk on Culture and Health in Africa 

By 

Collins O. Airhihenbuwa, PhD, MPH 

Professor and Head, Department of  Biobehavioral Health, Pennsylvania State University 

 

Collins O. Airhihenbuwa, PhD, MPH, is a Professor and Head of the Department of Biobehavioral Health at 

the Pennsylvania State University. His research is on health and culture. He is a consultant to UN agencies in-
cluding WHO, UNAIDS, UNFP, and an author of the PEN-3 model used to centralize culture in public health and 
health promotion projects. Dr. Airhihenbuwa has over 100 articles, book chapters, and books. His books in-
clude Health and Culture: Beyond the Western Paradigm; the UNAIDS Communications Framework for HIV/
AIDS: A New Direction; and Healing Our Differences: the Crisis of Global Health and the Politics of Identity. 
 
Dr. Airhihenbuwa chairs the Advisory Board of the Global Philanthropy Alliance which funds projects in South 
Africa, Kenya and Nigeria. He was a member of Board of Scientific Counselors of Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and is former President of the Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE). He has received 
the following honors;  2007 SOPHE Distinguished Fellow, 1998 Scholar of the Year by the American Association 
for Health Education, 2011 recipient of the Penn State Faculty Outreach Award, 2011 SOPHE Mentor award,  
Fellow of the American Academy of Health Behavior and the Academy of Behavioral Medicine Research.  


