The search for 2011 African S/Hero

REBECCA GARANG NOMINATED BY GEORGE LATIO
It still remains a part of the enigmatic puzzles of nature why Dr. John Garang, the former leader of the Sudanese Peoples Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) and first Vice President of Sudan had to die only after two weeks in that exalted and well-deserved office into which he was appointed in July. 

One person from whom a weighty allegation could have come was Mr. Garang’s wife of many years, Rebecca. A careless or emotive comment from her would have carried the necessary weight nonetheless and dramatically changed the situation in the Sudan and indeed the entire region. It is not only the peace process that would have collapsed irretrievably, but also the war would have resumed with much ferocity,  driven by an urge for mindless killing, the type that occurred in Rwanda almost exactly sixteen years earlier.

It is difficult to know whether Mrs. Garang actually appreciated the weighty responsibility providence placed on her shoulders at that moment of history, or whether her response was a function of her experience as a woman, who always side by side with her husband, was herself already seasoned by the southern Sudanese struggle to allow maturity triumph over emotion. Mrs. Garang once said after hearing her husband’s death that, “I don’t agree (with the foul play theory). God creates people for a purpose. Garang had it and had finished his mission . . . it was time for my husband. It has come and I will take it like that.”

What was clear in all these was that Mrs. Rebecca Garang acquitted herself most creditably and without doubt deserves the accolade befitting a hero for all time. It is precisely to drawn attention to this wonderful woman whose maturity saved the already over-burdened African continent. How much we would wish that this great example in selflessness and responsible leadership be followed by African leaders at all levels of the African society. Looking forward for the upcoming referendum as the final piece of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) on January 9th, 2011, Mrs. Garang whose effort at stemming the tide of violence in the Sudan is certainly deserving of the Heroine.
Dr.  Paschal Younge nominated by Jen



Paschal Yao Younge, Associate Professor of Multicultural Music Education, is the Director of Annual International Summer Program in African Interdisciplinary Arts and Co-Artistic Director of the African Ensemble at Ohio University. Younge serves as the Chairman of the World Percussion Committee of PAS and also directs Azaguno, a multi-ethnic ensemble that focuses on the research, preservation and performance of African, African American, Caribbean music and dance and other styles from Latin America. Azaguno represented the United States at the Opening Ceremony of the 2002 World Soccer Cup competition in Seoul, South Korea. Prior to coming to Ohio University, he taught at West Virginia University where he served as Director of the World Music Center and African Music Studies and also at University of Ghana, where he was Principal Music Instructor and Director of several ensembles including brass bands, choirs and other instrumental groups.

Reason for nomination

Dr.Paschal  Younge has worked hard at Ohio University to promote and develop African culture in the university and the African community. He has an admirable character and a persistent work ethic that brings 150% to every project and performance.  Each year the annual spring Aza concert introduces hundreds of students and community members African performing arts.  Dr.Younge is also a gifted musician,  performer, and teacher and has made opportunities available to many Ohio University students to be able to research African arts in Ghana. As director of Azaguno, he has introduced and instructed countless people around the world about the importance of African performing arts in the world.  Furthermore, this year he completed his comprehensive book on music and dance in Ghana.  This book documents and describes the historical importance of Ghanaian dances by including description, analysis, and video of dances from the main ethnic groups in Ghana.  His book is unique in describing Ghanaian dances in a way that reveal that in Ghana the performing arts are integrated.  Dr.Paschal Younge has clearly made a contribution to African Studies at Ohio University, in Ohio,  in the US, in Ghana, and around the globe.  In today's global village, I think we should celebrate an academic and character that values African knowledge and culture and promotes these values around the world.  I think Paschal Young qualifies for ASU's African Hero because of his commendable values, honest character, hard work, the creativity of his performance, and his  gifted intellect.
