Closing Argument
Three years ago, I had the honor of being amongst a few people contracted by a huge Johannesburg-based International Telecommunications corporation to develop a five year leadership development programme for Africa’s brightest university students. The program started in Zimbabwe and spread to several African countries in which the company operates. The rationale was to provide a platform, resources, and inspiration to a new breed of an emerging African generation in various spheres to share a common understanding on the dynamics and the nature of the African condition, network and equip them through leadership development so that they are agents of transformation in our great continent. Since then, l decided to contribute in my own small way to the development of that critical mass of trailblazers. 
When l came to OU, l was warmly welcomed within ASU and l began to avail myself for various tasks in literally all past ASU activities. In the process of interaction, l was awestruck by the sheer talent and promise of fellow Union members who look destined for influential roles when they return home or remain. Naturally, l noticed gaps within the organization and like any committed member, l thought of solutions.
Gandhi encouraged mankind to be the change they want to see in society. Instead of indifference towards ASU, l decided to be part of the solution in full acknowledgement of the challenges that commitment often entails.

I invite colleagues with justifiable reservations towards ASU to choose to be the solution. Let’s roll our sleeves and work. If not us, then who? If not now, then when?

I believe in efficient and effective organizations hence l propose an immediate review of the constitution as a major priority. This goes hand in hand with more robust event management measures in the handling of our beautiful functions. Our image needs to be deliberately and strategically managed through developing a more appealing and up to date website and greater liaison with Athens media so that there is a greater coverage of African issues in the media. Relations with our fellow African Americans, Alumni and Caribbean colleagues are a necessity. We will need to liaise more with potential investors so that there is greater availability of African products for sale in the county. 
On the intellectual plane, a forum will be formed for the discussion and reflection on critical contemporary African issues.ASU will recognize and award outstanding members as stipulated in our constitution. All this requires commitment and strong relationships. These l have, owing to my continuing interaction with many of you in ASU. Organizations are ideas in form but it takes commitment to run them. My commitment is traceable even before this election campaign. Should l lose, ASU is still assured of my unequivocal commitment.
Zig Ziglar wisely put it when he said that humans should move from mere survival to success then from success to significance. I will strive to work for the significance of ASU at OU and beyond. Significance is the preserve of the audacious; it is the delight of those imbued with tenacity to pursue their goals against all odds. Show me a hero and l will show you someone with the audacity to hope for their circumstances and a voracious appetite to improve and handle complexity.

In ASU, l made friends from several countries and that enhanced my ability to unify. The unity of ASU will stand as a model of unity which can be replicated back home as we soldier on in pursuance of Nkrumah’s vision of a United States of Africa. I will work for a Union that’s a tent to all who believe in its ideals and no member shall feel out of place by virtue of the region they come from or the number of nationals from their country. We are all equal and l will treat all as such.
l will strive to create a platform where we all feel free to confidently air our views and be assured that they will be implemented if they are in the interests of the Union. I believe a new breed of Leaders is emerging. Are you one of them? Will you join the team that wants to be part of the solution?
Let’s choose action. Let’s choose Unity. Let’s choose Commitment.
God bless you. God bless Africa and may we all live to see a democratic and prosperous United States of Africa!
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